TITLE		:	POLICY FOR AFFILIATION OF NATIONAL CLASS ASSOCIATION 
Preamble
It will be the policy of Yachting Association of India to support and encourage Class Associations for development of recognised classes of boats in the country. In order to facilitate communication between the parties and to assist in the transfer of useful and important information, National Class Associations are encouraged to become members of Yachting Association of India.
1.	National Class Associations
1.1	Class Associations, which represent either individual or multi classes, that satisfy the respective criteria set out below will be considered for membership of Yachting Association of India as a “Affiliated Unit” under the General Rules of the Yachting Association of India. All Class Associations not meeting these criteria may be granted “provisional” affiliation to the Yachting Association of India. Such of these affiliates shall not have any voting rights in the affairs of the Yachting Association of India.
1.2	In order to be considered for Membership of Yachting Association of India, Class(es) must:
(a) have a legal status as a voluntary registered body, not being a proprietary concern or partnership firm and should exist and function for the sole purpose of the development of that Class of Boat whose name it bears.
(b) have an exhaustive written Constitution in unambiguous terms providing for its efficient functioning, in particular, election of office bearers, truly representative character of the General Body, protection of the interest of players, promotion of the Game, maintenance and audit of accounts, moving of no confidence resolutions etc.
(c) have actively existed for more than two years on the date of application for recognition. Its various business meetings, as required under its Constitution, should have been duly held.
(d) at the time of applying for recognition, the Class Association should have a minimum of 15 boats registered in seaworthy condition on its rolls.
(e) ensure that no office-bearers who has attained the age of 70 years shall be eligible to hold office for the balance of term and is automatically retired.
(f) ensure that the tenure of office-bearers shall be in accordance with the Government Orders issued under letter NO. 11-4/74-SP.I dated 20th September, 1975. As per above Orders, Office-bearers of Class Associations may hold office for one term of four years and may be eligible for re-election for a like term or period provided the office bearers have secured not less than 2/3 votes of the members. However, no such office-bearers shall hold office consecutively for more than two terms or eight years.
(g) have the accepted Mercantile system of accounting. The accounts should be maintained properly and audited annually by registered Chartered Accountants.
(h) intimate the Yachting Association of India a minimum of 15 days in advance about its General Body Meeting and other Meetings where election of office bearers and other important decisions are to be taken. Wherever considered necessary, the Yachting Association of India will have the right to send its observer to the above meetings.
(i) update their accounts immediately after completion of the financial year and bring out annual report covering salient features of their activities during the year. The Class Association shall appoint a practicing Chartered Accountant to audit their accounts. The records and accounts of the Class Association will be accessible to the Yachting Association of India and these shall have to be produced as and when asked to do so.
(j) where an international Class Association for the class exists, must be affiliated to the respective international Class Association.
(k) provide the Yachting Association of India with an attestation from the international Class Association certifying that the National Class Association is a member in good standing.
(l) be autonomous and resist all pressures of any kind, whatsoever, whether of a political, religious, racial or economic nature.
(m)  hold a General Body Meeting at least once in a year and a special meeting convened over four years (or earlier as required under the tenure of office bearers) to elect the members of the Executive Body including the President, Secretary General etc.
1.3	This policy is limited to National Class Associations.  At the National level, there will be only one recognised Class Association for each Class of boat sailed in the country. Only the duly recognised National Class Association would be entitled to participate in the activities of the Yachting Association of India.
1.4	The Recognised Class Associations of Yachting Association of India may determine policy for membership to clubs from time to time.
2.	Services Provided to National Class Associations.
2.1	The services available to National Class Associations who have been accepted as Members and are currently affiliated to Yachting Association of India will be determined by the Yachting Association of India from time to time but will nominally include:
(a) Promotion of the Class on the Yachting Association of India website through:
(i) Listing of all Class Association office bearer contact details (as provided by the Class);
(ii) Providing a link to the Class Association website (as provided by the Class);
(iii) Listing of all major Class Association events (with full contact details as provided by the Class) on the on-line Indian sailing calendar, with display on the front page of the Yachting Association of India.
(iv) Inclusion of the Class National Championship results on the Yachting Association of India’s results webpage.
(v) The right to nominate Class member(s) for the annual YAI Awards.  
(b) Regular Communication through E-newsletters periodically distributed to Class Association office bearers.
(c) Processing and record keeping of Class Measurement Certificates in accordance with ISAF guidelines on behalf of the Class (ISAF Olympic, International & Recognised Classes only).   

3.	Review of Recognition
3.1	Recognition of a Class Association shall not be a matter of right and shall be purely at the discretion of the Yachting Association of India who may grant recognition subject to such terms and conditions as it deems fit.

3.2	A National Class Association’s membership of Yachting Association of India may be subject to review by Yachting Association of India.  In the review YAI shall establish whether or not the National Class Association has met all the requirements of this policy, and whether the original reasons for granting membership still apply.
3.3	If the National Class Association fails to meet the above criteria, its membership status may be withdrawn.  In this case, a National Class Association will be invited to make written representation to the YAI Council.
4. 	Application
4.1	The Application for recognition should be submitted in duplicate in the prescribed proforma to the Yachting Association of India. Attested/true copies of all the required documents must be enclosed.
4.2 	All other material information relevant to the issue of recognition should be submitted along with the Application. Nothing should be concealed which, if revealed later, would render the Class Association liable for cancellation or withdrawal of its recognition.
5. 	General
5.1 	All correspondence shall be made at the address of the Class Association, as mentioned in the Application. Any change of address shall be promptly notified in writing to the Yachting Association of India.
5.2 	The Class Association shall abide by all the Guidelines of the Yachting Association of India as issued from time to time.
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